FATHERS AND CHILDREN
marriage of Nikolai Petrovitch had coincided
with the very first days of Pavel Petrovitch's
acquaintance with the princess. When he came
back from abroad, he had gone to him with the
intention of staying a couple of months with
him, in sympathetic enjoyment of his happiness,
but he had only succeeded in standing a week of
it The difference in the positions of the two
brothers was too great In 1848, this difference
had grown less; Nikolai Petrovitch had lost his
wife, Pavel Petrovitch had lost his memories;
after the death of the princess he tried not to
think of hen But to Nikolai, there remained
the sense of a well-spent life, his son was
growing up under his eyes; Pavel, on the con-
trary, a solitary bachelor, was entering upon
that indefinite twilight period of regrets that
ane akin to hopes, and hopes that are akin to
regrets, when youth is over, while old age has
not yet come.
This time was harder for Pavel Petrovitch
than for another man; in losing his past, he lost
everything.
* I will not invite you tcr Maryino now/
Nikolai Petrovitch said to him one day, (he
&&d called his property by that name in honour
of his wife); *you were dull there in my dear
wife's time^ and now I think you "would be bored
to death.*
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